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Courses Taught in English,

with a Focus on Social Sciences,
Increase Partner Universities and Boost
International Exchange Student Numbers

Launched in the 2010 academic year, Hitotsubashi Uni-
versity Global Education Program (HGP) is open to all our
students and adopts a “2+1” approach. Being targeted
mainly at international exchange students from our partner
universities who come to study at Hitotsubashi University
for one or two semesters, the first two major elements of the
program consist of (1) social science courses taught in Eng-
lish and (2) Japanese language courses for beginners. The
“plus one” element is aimed at Japanese students and inter-
national students who need to brush up their English lan-
guage capabilities, and consists of courses that teach aca-
demic English writing and presentation skills.

Before HGP began, all international students studying in
Hitotsubashi University’s undergraduate programs, includ-
ing exchange students, had to acquire intermediate-level or
higher Japanese language skills before coming to Japan.
However, our requirement of Japanese proficiency pre-
sented a barrier that made it difficult not only to develop
new partner universities abroad but also to attract out-
standing exchange students from our existing partners.
This predicament prompted us to launch HGP in order to
create a learning environment where students without any
Japanese language training could take classes taught in
English in a range of subjects, mainly in the social science
field.

Since the 1995 academic year, many national universities
in Japan had started English-taught programs based on
similar concepts. This meant that Hitotsubashi University
came late to the field, but we used our strengths as a late-
comer to introduce new initiatives. Rather than enrolling
international exchange students in HGP separately, we
maintained our existing system of enrolling them in our
regular undergraduate programs or graduate programs.
When establishing English-taught programs, many univer-
sities enroll short-term and exchange international students
in such programs rather than regular programs. This gives
those international students limited opportunities to mingle
with Japanese students and faculty, so that it tends to iso-
late them in a separate enclave. Such situations defeat the
purpose of coming to study in Japan. Thus, as a latecomer,
we took the bold step of opening up HGP to all our students,
and continuing our system of enrolling international
exchange students in regular undergraduate and graduate
programs where they have a “home” in the university, just
like our degree-seeking students. We believe this was the
right decision, since the overall number of students (includ-
ing Japanese students) registering for HGP courses has
risen, we now have more partner universities abroad, and
international exchange student numbers are going up.

Providing English-taught Courses as a
Platform to Create a Global Educational
Environment Where Japanese and
International Students Learn Together

A decrease in the number of Japanese language programs
has been an undeniable trend at universities worldwide in
recent years. However, this does not mean that interest in
Japan itself has declined, just that new economies such as
China have emerged. If academic subjects related to Japan
are offered in English, international students will still be
attracted from around the world. In fact, by providing the
HGP platform, Hitotsubashi University has increased the
number of international exchange students coming to study
social science subjects relating to Japan. Moreover, among
them, some international students further their studies by
taking English-taught courses from HGP’s more than 100
choices, without studying courses conducted in Japanese.

The range of courses taught in English is expanding to
better meet such needs. While requesting the four faculties
to offer a broad selection of English-taught courses from
introductory to advanced levels, we are diversifying the
teaching staff of HGP courses offered by the Center for
Global Education. For example, in order to provide courses
featuring real-world insights, we have employed adjunct
lecturers with extensive experience at the Japan Bank for
International Cooperation and other financial institutions, as
well as Hitotsubashi University graduates who have worked
at trading and manufacturing companies. We also offer
many courses taught by non-Japanese staff from countries
including the United States and Australia. Thus, Hitotsu-
bashi University provides a forum for academic staff and
students from diverse backgrounds to come together and
learn in Japan. In the meantime, no specific standard is set
for the level of English skills required to enroll in HGP
courses. Accordingly, both Japanese students and degree-
seeking international students are encouraged to enroll.
Needless to say, Japanese students can utilize HGP courses
as an effective way of preparing for study abroad.

In a sense, HGP aims to break down the traditional barri-
ers within a university. Distinctions between Japanese and
non-Japanese, domestic and international, and English and
Japanese have become meaningless, creating a truly global
environment. Four years after its launch, HGP has finally
gained broad recognition both within and outside the uni-
versity. Various new initiatives are being examined for the
future, but HGP still retains its original purpose of acting as
a springboard to enhance the internationalization of educa-
tion within the university. Once Hitotsubashi has become a
university where Japanese language skills do not present
barriers, I believe the mission of HGP will shift toward
greater specialization in courses concerned with Japanese
affairs and Japan’s place in Asia. (Article based on inter-
view)
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